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Brief
In this project the mission was to redesign Slow news 
digital platform. Slow news is among the winner of the 
Innovative journaslism fund promoted by the European 
Journalism Centre1. As a part of the International slow 
journalism movement, the three owners and journalists, 
are promoting values and actions towards a more 
conscious and slow journalism. They are against the 
toxic news mainstream, and are instead offering their 
customers highly validated stories and information 
which the readers can follow up in forms of series.

Research
In our research we covered a vast collection of other 
media outlets  and longform, story telling websites 
to get inspiration from. We also created a Media 
outlets mapping with an infographic design in order to 
communicate and discuss our findings with the client.
   
Ideating & design of: 
•  Typography
•  Colours 
•  Logo
•  Icons
•  Illustrations 
•  User flows 
•  UX & Layouts

•  Prototyping
•  Infographics & Chart dashboard

Prototyping
Prototyping took place in the tool Sketch2 where we 
could easily share and co-work on the different flows 
through the extension Plant2.

Coding

Performing frontend development using HTML, CSS, 
Less2, and Skeleto2.

Methodology 
Throughout the project we engaged the client 
continuosly through co-design sessions where we not 
only shared our decisions and choices, but also involved 
them in the design process, shared our concerns, 
listened to their opinions and concerns, and decided 
together. It is of high importance that the client have 
strong feelings for their brand and 'fall in love with it'. 
By engaging them from the beginning to the end their 
brand will be a part of them. 

1. https://ejc.net/
2. See slide 48 for more information and source links
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Project Brief

Slow news is a newspaper owned by three journalists 
whose main object is to distribute highly validated 
stories with the possibility for the readers to follow 
up on topics by structuring them into series.  

Their wish is to shape up their digital presentation 
of their products as well as their branding and user 
experience. 

The products that they are offering are subscriptions 
of different forms, journalistic content in form of 
articles grouped into series and subjects, courses, as 
well as engagement to their audience. 

Their aim is not to change their site entirely. They 
are still fond of their red colour for instance, and 
they want to be recognized by their current readers 
and participants. 

However, they would like a more catchy look, especially 
for their most recent project Il mondo nuovo. And, it is 
important for them to improve the user experience in 
forms of user flows, so that the users easily can find 
what they are looking for. 

The aim of our design is also to make it easy for the 
client, to have the order of the content changed. Thus 
, they can easily put emphasis on certain projects or 
articles over a time period when needed.



Maria Bramer -Master in Visual and Web Design 7/4802 MAIN RESULTS

Analyzed media outlets:

Artsy

Avaunt

The Economist

Eye on Design

Frieze

Internazionale

Linkideeperlatv

Medium

Netflix

New York Times

NZHerald

Port

Psyche

South China Morning Post

The Correspondent

WePresent

Research 



Research 

Media outlets mapping
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IBM Plex Sans Condensed
Headings

Inter
Sub-headings/ highlighted text/ paragraphs/ 
captions/ buttons/menus

POLIZIA,PRIGIONE, 
SICUREZZA DEI CITTADINI
Ma non ha davvero senso parlare di polizia senza 
aggiungerci l’aggettivo moderna e senza parlare dello Stato 
di diritto e delle Costituzioni moderne. Il motivo è molto 
semplice: fino alla nascita delle democrazie così come le 
conosciamo, il potere del sovrano – qualunque fosse la sua 
natura – era ritenuto al di sopra di qualsiasi limite e controllo. 

Typography



Maria Bramer -Master in Visual and Web Design 10/4802 MAIN RESULTS

Georgia

Headings/ Subheadings and paragraphs when the 
serif options is selected

Questione di punti 
di vista
Ma non ha davvero senso parlare di polizia senza aggiungerci 
l’aggettivo moderna e senza parlare dello Stato di diritto e delle 
Costituzioni moderne. Il motivo è molto semplice: fino alla 
nascita delle democrazie così come le conosciamo, il potere del 
sovrano – qualunque fosse la sua natura – era ritenuto al di 
sopra di qualsiasi limite e controllo. 

Typography
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Colours
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Slow News

Logo
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Icons
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The idea was to find a suttle and direct style for the 
illustrations so that they can also be used as icons. We don't 
want them to obtain too much attantion from the other 
items on the site. We also tried some alternatives where we 
are picking up some of the their previous styles but yet in a 
more vectorized way to make them more neutral. 

Illustrations



Illustrations
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Illustrations
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Illustrations
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Illustrations
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The layouts have a module-based design, which means 
that the clients can easily have the content placed in 
different orders and set ups. 

For a series-modules for instance there are the options 
of full screen-width, half screen-width, half screen-
height, or one third of screen size. 

The user can easily navigate through the site, finding 
more suggestions of what to read, and most importantly 
have a full overview of all articles in a series without 
having to flip back and forth between the site pages.

In Sketch we created a symbol/component for each 
module so that if a style needed to be updated within it, 
the change was updated on all places where this module 
are used throughout the entire Sketch file. 

Slow news is also, to some extent, having one branding 
and look per series. And with the modules setup, the 
different series can keep their individual branding 
throughout the site. That is, they have their own colour 
and typography, which makes it easy for the user to find 
a certain series and to remember the look of it when 
returning to Slow news' digital newspaper. 

For the readers to be able to follow up on topics in 
forms series, is an important and innovative factor 
that influences our user flows and layout design a lot. 
We used Netflix as an inspiration were this feature is 
highly optimized. 

Prototyping & Layouts

1. netflix.com
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Non-members

Main User flows
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Members

Main User flows



Prototyping & Layouts

Examples of series modules
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Prototyping & Layouts

Examples of series modules
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Prototyping & Layouts

Examples of modules



Prototyping & Layouts

Examples of modules, mobile
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Prototyping & Layouts

Example of a series module
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Prototyping & Layouts

Examples of series modules
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Prototyping & Layouts

Examples of series modules
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Prototyping & Layouts

Examples of modules
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Prototyping & Layouts

Examples of series modules
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Prototyping & Layouts

Examples of modules
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Examples of modules
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Prototyping & Layouts

Example of  a module
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Prototyping & Layouts

Front page for non-members
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Prototyping & Layouts

Front page for members
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Prototyping & Layouts

Menu
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Prototyping & Layouts

Article page / Default setting modes
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Prototyping & Layouts

Article page / Serifs mode
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Prototyping & Layouts

Article page  / Dark mode
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Prototyping & Layouts

Article page / Links & Notes mode
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Prototyping & Layouts

Article page / Mobile
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Prototyping & Layouts

Article page / Mobile
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Prototyping & Layouts

My account page 
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Prototyping & Layouts

My account page / Text view
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Prototyping & Layouts

My account page / Thumbnail view
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Prototyping & Layouts

Pages: The team, Slow news manifesto, Subscribe
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Prototyping & Layouts

Pages: Philosiphy, A fairy tale
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W

04 Prototyping & Layouts
Il mondo nuovo



Prototyping & Layouts
Pages: Philosiphy, A fairy tale
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Prototyping & Layouts
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Il mondo nuovo is Slow news ongong 
project which is where they are 
emphasising on which direction 
journalism needs to take and what they 
stand for. Therefore, we have made the Il 
mondo nouvo pages stand out extra with 
an exclusive and 
eye-catching design. 

The different modules of the page will 
have a parallax scrolling affect, which 
means that the background content (the 
images) is moved at a different speed 
than the foreground content while 
scrolling.



Prototyping & Layouts

Il mondo nuovo page
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Prototyping & Layouts

Il mondo nuovo page
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Prototyping & Layouts

Il mondo nuovo page
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Infographics &
Chart dashboard 

Under Obiettivi/Goals 
you have four different 
options of topics. In this 
example "Defeating 
poverty" you can see 
the progress of the 
European countries  
in defeating poverty 
compared to the 
average goal. 

The above explanation 
is shown to the user 
before he/she gets to 
this dashboard page.

Switch to map view



Infographics &
Chart dashboard 

By hovering over the 
different bars you'll see a 
more detailed explanation. 
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Switch to detailed view



Infographics &
Chart dashboard 

Detailed view
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Select a few counties to compare



Infographics &
Chart dashboard 

Comparing countries
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Switch to 3D view



Infographics &
Chart dashboard 

3D view
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Coding

After the design phase we started to code the 
different pages with HTML and CSS. To get a steady 
base with responsive features included, we used 
Skeleton¹  as a core. 

To make the CSS structure and coding more efficient I 
used Less2

. This technique enables you to use less code 
in your CSS style sheet and allows you to have different 
'Less files' for different style design categories, e.g. 
color, font styles etc. All your code in the Less files are 
compiled into your CSS style sheet. The browser only 

reads from the CSS file (not the Less file), so even if your 
code is distributed into multiple files the site is only 
using one and thus maintain optimal performance. 

An affect added to the design is the parallax scrolling 
affect, where the background content (e.g images) is 
moved at a different speed than the foreground content 
while scrolling. 

1. http://getskeleton.com/

2. http://lesscss.org/
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Research & Analysis
Benchmarking, narrowing down, applying feedback from 
the client, gathering and presenting our research to the 
client. We presented and communicated our findings 
through presentations made with Adobe Indesign. We also 
used infographics to explain our findings.

User flows
Creating user flows to understand the main and most 
important flows of the site. 

Prototyping
We design layout and flows in Sketch where we could 
easily make work efficient through components and Plant.  

Image handling
To adjust images, in order to obtain the right scale, size, 
and look for our work, Adobe Photoshop was used.  
Images were also adjusted to gain optmization of our work 
files and the site. 

Illustrating
In this project we are using a illustrations to emphasise on 
certain content as well as for icons. Sketching and Adobe 
Illustrator was used for these creations.  

HTML
To code our design we used HTML with the help of Visual 
Studio Code and Brackets. 

CSS
To style the HTML code CSS was used. 

Less
In order to make the CSS code more effecient and to work 
in a more structured way Less was used.  

Parallax scrolling 
On our site pages we have parallax scrolling to make the 
the background content (e.g. images)  move at a different 
speed than the foreground content while scrolling. 

Methodology 
Continuous communication with the client in forms of 
co-design sessions in order to work iteratively thoughout 
the entire project. The client has been a part of the design 
process throughout our work.

Tools and applications
Sketch.................................sketch.com
Plant....................................projects.plantapp.io
Adobe Indesign...............adobe.com
Adobe Illustrator............adobe.com
Adobe Photshop.............adobe.com
Visual Studio Code........code.visualstudio.com
Less......................................llesscss.org
CodeKit.............................. codekitapp.com
Google Shared drive.....hangouts.google.com
Google Hangout.............drive.google.com
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MANY 
THANKS TO...
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Sheldon.studio  


